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Feline Vaccination Recommendations 
 

According to the American Association of Feline Practitioners’ vaccination guidelines, the following 
vaccines are considered “core” (essential) vaccines for all cats in the United States: 
 

• Rabies virus 
• Panleukopenia virus (FPV) 
• Feline herpesvirus-1 (FHV-1) 
• Feline calicivirus (FCV) 
 
Rabies 
 
Cats are the No. 1 domestic animal carrier of rabies in the United States. A bite from a wild animal is 
typically how a cat gets the virus –– and how that cat could then transmit it to a person. Once contracted, 
the disease is almost always fatal. Luckily, the rabies vaccine can protect your cat from this deadly 
disease. 
 
Rabies vaccination of cats is required in many states across the nation, due to the deadly characteristics 
of the virus and the risk to human populations. In states and municipalities where feline rabies vaccination 
is required, veterinarians must follow applicable statutes. 
 
Feline Distemper 
 
Feline distemper is the common name for feline panleukopenia virus (FPV), which is sometimes also 
referred to as feline parvovirus. Despite the name, this contagious disease is not related to canine 
distemper. FPV causes serious disease in infected cats only. Unfortunately, it’s often fatal. 

Several vaccines are available for preventing disease associated with FPV. Most of the available FPV 
vaccines are combination vaccines that also protect against feline herpesvirus and calicivirus.  
 
Feline Herpesvirus-1 
 
Feline herpesvirus-1 (FHV-1) is widespread in the feline population, especially in multicat households, 
shelters, and catteries. Along with feline calicivirus, FHV-1 is thought to be involved in 80-90% of feline 
viral upper respiratory disease. Once recovered from infection, most cats become chronic carriers of the 
virus. Although the virus remains dormant much of the time, it can periodically replicate, especially 



during/after times of stress (e.g. boarding, surgery, immunosuppression, pregnancy, concurrent disease, 
etc.). Kittens and immunosuppressed cats can experience more severe disease. Vaccination against 
FHV-1 helps to control disease and can significantly reduce the severity of clinical signs should infection 
occur. 
 
Calicivirus  
 
Feline calicivirus (FCV) typically causes upper respiratory disease in cats. It is one of the two major viral 
causes of respiratory infection in cats (feline herpesvirus 1 or FHV-1 is the other). Cats may experience 
mild symptoms but some do suffer severe, life-threatening manifestations of this infection. 
 
Feline Leukemia 
 
Contrary to what its name implies, feline leukemia (abbreviated as FeLV or sometimes referred to as 
“feleuk”) is not just a type of blood cancer (although feline leukemia infection is associated with blood 
cancer and other types of cancers). Feline leukemia is a viral infection in cats that is spread through the 
secretions of infected cats and can set up shop in almost any organ in a cat’s body. 

Feline leukemia virus (FeLV) is considered moderately contagious among cats. It is generally transmitted 
when a cat comes into contact with saliva from an infected cat; nasal secretions, urine, feces, and other 
body fluids can also help spread the disease. Certain social behaviors, such as mutual grooming and 
sharing food or water bowls, can spread the disease. Kittens can become infected during fetal 
development or during the first days of life as their mothers nurse and care for them. 

Several vaccines are available for preventing disease associated with FeLV. This vaccination may be 
recommended depending on the age and lifestyle of your cat. 
 
 

 
 
 


